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 Young Carers Statement




I am reading this statement on behalf of the Steering Group of the Somerset Local Involvement Network, the volunteer-led patient voice organisation for Somerset.

We were informed on 19 January that Somerset County Council was cutting its Young Carers Service by up to 50%.  We were given 11 working days to respond to this consultation. This was insufficient time for us to consult properly on this issue.

However, have received the following responses from local stakeholders who wish to make their views known via the LINk:

· From a member of the public: No cut as one on one specialist support must remain.

· From a member of the public: No cuts, more funding, more qualified staff, no volunteers. These children need highly qualified staff working with them and continuity of care. They won’t talk to new people and only trained staff will be able to understand the diverse needs of these vulnerable people.

· From Soroptimist International Bridgwater: I write with reference to Somerset Young Carers Service: Our club, Soroptimist International Bridgwater, has been involved in supporting Young Carers and volunteers in Bridgwater and West Somerset. We have looked at the options you suggest for the service and have grave concerns that any of them can properly support some 300 vulnerable young people who have a substantial role on caring for a family member. Without professional staff, volunteers will be unable to function, safeguarding of children and vulnerable young people would be compromised. 
We believe the position of the locally based project worker is essential to enable the involvement of volunteers in provision of vital respite activities for these caring young people. The volunteers feel able to support the workers, not to replace them.
We ask that Somerset County Council members urgently reconsider the decision to further reduce the very modest budget for this important frontline service. 

The Somerset LINk Steering Group would like to express concern that insufficient time was given to engage with this consultation and that young carers using the service do not appear to have been consulted with before the decision to cut the service has been taken. 
We are concerned that this decision does not appear to be concordant with the intentions expressed in NHS Somerset and Somerset County Council’s 2011-12 Action Plan for Carers, which stresses a commitment to embedding consultation with carers into service commissioning.  This Action Plan also described the current Young Carers Work and made no mention of intentions to reduce this service.

We would also like to draw attention to the Carers’ Appraisal carried out in July 2010, which is a key piece of work that has fed into the Joint Strategic Need Assessment. The appraisal state that “Whilst no Somerset specific figures are available it is estimated that there may be 1,565 young carers in Somerset aged less than 20 years.” 

This Appraisal provided evidence that Somerset young carers valued highly the Young Carers Project, and asked for additional support to be provided, to include improved information, more opportunities for time away from caring duties, recreational activities, residential breaks, counseling and peer support. The value of a specific service for young carers was recognized in this appraisal, which stated that “Young carers project workers will need

to continue with their assessment role for young carers as the Adult Social Care worker would not be appropriately skilled for this task.” It also states: “the review recommends no change in the existing services to young carers. However, this service does, at some future date, lend itself to being further developed under a social enterprise model or by the not-for-profit sector.” Recommendation 12 of the Appraisal states: “The Young Carers Project should continue.”

We would ask the Scrutiny Committee to give this matter their urgent attention to ensure that consultation with service users occurs and that a final decision is evidence-based and made only after thorough consultation with the young carers who use this service. 
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