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HEALTH WATCH 

INVITATION TO CONSULTATION EVENT
In July 2010 the Government’s White Paper Equality and Excellence: Liberating the NHS set out a series of proposals and announced their plans to set up an independent champion for health and social care consumers. This new body will be called HEALTHWATCH England, and at a local level LINks (local involvement networks) will make the transition to evolve into local HealthWatch organisations.
These new local organisations will build upon the existing powers and  work that LINks already do  and have a wider remit to include ;

· Complaints advocacy service 

· Supporting individuals to exercise choice 

· Supporting people who lack the means or capacity to make choices 

Local Health watch will be able to report concerns about the quality of local health and social care service to Healthwatch England who in turn can recommend that the Care Quality Commission takes action.
The consultation events aim to help you and the people you may represent understand more about the Healthwatch proposals and the issue that you might want to think about when responding to the proposals through the consultation process 

Your response to the White paper will help to shape how Healthwatch operates and functions.
The event will  

· Set out the  Healthwatch proposals 

· Explains more about the consultation process 

· Identify the key issues and questions you might want to think about when you respond to the White Paper
· Explore how Healthwatch will function locally and its relationships to other organisations and  

· Answer some common questions 
The consultation events will take place on the following dates and venues in the South West region. 

1. Wednesday 15th September 2010 1300pm-16.30pm  Plymouth Pavilions 

2. Friday 17th Septmeber2010  13.00pm -16.30pm  BAWA Club Bristol 

3. Friday 24th September 2010  13.00pm – 16.30pm  Pilgrim Centre  Swindon 
4. Wednesday 29th September 2010 13.00pm – 16.30pm Salterns Harbourside Hotel, Poole
Please use the booking form on the next page to indicate your preferred venue and date. 
On completion, the form should be returned to southwestsocialcareteam@dh.gsi.gov.uk  and you will be added to the delegate list.  Further information will be sent to you approximately one week before your chosen event.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me on 07768 421669 or through to Judith McDonagh or Joanne Bray-Warner at the above email address, or telephone on 0117 900 1764. 

I look forward to meeting you at one of the above events. 
Trish Stokoe 
Mental Health and Inclusion Lead
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HEALTHWATCH EVENT

BOOKING FORM

I would like to register to attend the below listed event (please tick)


· Wednesday 15th September,  13.00pm – 16.30pm

Plymouth Pavillions,


· Friday 17th September, 13.00am –16.30pm 

BAWA Club, Bristol

· Friday 24th September, 13.00am – 16.30pm

Pilgrim Centre, Swindon

· Wednesday 29th, 13.00am – 16.30pm

Salterns Harbourside Hotel, Poole
YOUR DETAILS

	Name
	

	Organisation
	
	Job Title
	

	Address
	

	E-mail
	
	Telephone 
	

	Special requirements
Vegetarian options will be available at all venues 
	


Please return your completed booking form to southwestsocialcareteam@dh.gsi.gov.uk or alternatively post to: 
The Social Care Team, Department of Health SW

Government Office for the South West

2 Rivergate, 
Temple Quay
Bristol

BS1 6E



























